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Revohitionary Abolitionism
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Aholitionists had no tHusions about slavery being an ongoing war in which
thev had to mateh wits, daring, and resources \\;éi?; slaveholders, who had the
machinery of the state and the law at their disposal. That very vear a fugitive
s remanded back to slavery from Wilkes-Barre, Chastened by recent ovents,
including the kidnap m;g of free blacks from Phéi&(i(ﬁi;')hi:t Mokam convened
2 mecting on Decemnber 2, 1852, to revarp the PV as the old commitiee had

i i

hecome ”diwz’g;un/uz arid »cui%m'ui.“ Black Lilnni%émaisés took the

was named chairman of the new General Vigilance Committee, and Still was
named secretary of HM' acting 4:<>amsaiiiux which consisted of Jacob C. White
he agent of the hrst Vigilant Committee, Depee, and the O wker abolitionist
assmore Williamson, As sceretary, Stll was a one-man action comnutice andd

i his magnum opus, The

t
I
left the most (‘(anmrchue\,iw account of the UGRR
Underground Rail Road, published after the Civil War. He personally assisted
i1 over %zmr hundred slaves” escape to freedom.
Barelv had the uproar over Christiana settled when Marshal Hz:nx‘} Allen
sehall

of James Lear. the agent of his \iif»mms owner, §<>im MeRewnolds. }mt o

arrested \XxHi;mx Henry, known as Jern, in Svracuse in October on

months carlier Commissioner Henrv Smith had remanded a fugitive, John
Davis, alias 134 ! in Vmi?;zlw back to sl CWhen Davis was arrested he

3

was assaulted inoa “brutal and wanton” manner, his ﬁmm clubbed ;md left Jac
erated and bloodied. His masters agent. Benjamin Rust, was prosecuted for

beas

assa uii and batterv and fimed by &uiien's. Davis’s lawvers got a writ of ha
corpus, and he was spirited to Canada. In 1539 S\'r;zumfa black commuty,
with the assistance of Smith, secreted Harriet Pownell, visiting with her Mis-
sissippi owners, to Canada. The Svracuse VO (5VC), ’i(}’;mui by May, Smith,
Ward, and Loguen, to ensure that "no person is deprived of %m hbclé}‘ without
‘due process of law.” vowed to resist the “license for kidnapping.” In Januan
Syracuse hosted the New York State Anbi-Fugitive Slave Law ( onvenhion. A
few months later Webster, visiting Svracuse, threw d(m n the gauntlet, demand-
ing the ren miws of fugitives i the middle of an “Anti-Slavery convention.”
The SVC member Charles Wheaton witnessed }u'r; s capture, and the news
spread via ﬁw tolling of church §>a?]is to the Onondaga Agricultural Soaets
annual fair and a Liberty Party convention. Jerry, pleading for his liberty, nearh
escaped through the huge crowd that quickly gathered. Bloodied and bruised,
he was recaptured, shackled. and kept heavily guarded. At a meeting of the
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516 The Second Wave

forcible rescue recommended by Havden, Grimes, and Hi igginson or the ep,.

;}imm(rnt of fegal means, a result of the differing orientations of ifs 1

nembers
Lawvers such as Charles Ma wo Fllis, who had advised against forcible rescye
during H){‘ Stmis case, ;md Dana were appalled at how easily abolitionists spoke
of direct action. “Advocates for an assault on the Court House” v cre outvoted gt

the committee’s en 1ETZeNCy mwims; Athirtv-man rescue committee oo nsistin

of tigginson, Parker, Phillips, Howe, and 3%«‘3' - nevertheless ; lanned B{l]’]]g\
rescue., Phillips and Parker made B erv speeches at a five-thousas »imnvp Yes
meeting at Faneuil Hall led by Sewall, Bowditeh, Howe, and Morris, Phiﬂi}

D8

urged that the people of Massachusetts must fall back on their own sos ercipnty,
Patker addressed them as “subjects of Virginia” whose ancient writs, liberties

and constitutional protections had to bow down before the lay of slavery,

Informed that a “mob of negroes™ was going to assanlt the courthouse. mars

m the protest mecting adjonrned ihcmy fu‘mrdu g to a plan hatehed by Hig

ginson and Martin Stowell, who had taken part i the Jers rescue, Higgin-

son, who had left Tns conservative i 53153;1?34111 <‘u1zgr<>f4;m<>sl in Newburvport for

friendlier, radical one in Worcester in 1852, on Stowell's suggestion purchased
g I

tives to the Fosters” fanmhouse, but that, according to him, was minor antislay-

ery work compared to the Bums rescue. Soor, %l‘w crowd, “the white and the

axes to break down the doors. In \‘mr(‘cfsi(‘r Higgimson regularly escorted fugi-

colored race. the freeborn sons of Massachusetts and fugitive slaves from the
South, here cooperated together” and attacked the courthouse. throwing bricks
and stones, shattering its windows. Led by Havden and Higginson, one group
managed to open the heavy doors with a batte gt Stowell tried to hack it
down with his ax and was arrested. The men who p;u”i’acipznul i the attempted
rescue of Bums were working-class radicals and black Bostonians, Two other
men besides Stowell were arrested, o mechanic namned John Roberts, for snuff-
g out the streetlights, and a black man, Walter Phoenis. for harling a brick.
The courthouse crowd included John Cluer, a mill worker from Scotland. 4
Chartist, and a leader of the ten-hour-a-das movement. He was a member of
the BVC and, like Bearse, a fund raiser for it. Cluer and Stowell had witnessed
Sims's rendition. The crowd also included the future fabor leader Tra Steward.
In the melee a deputized Irish truckiman, James Batehelder, who was bloc king
the entry was stabbed to death. The Boston Irish, some of whom. like Rile,
were known for slave hunting, and the (?;zi@miéo Ch mch came down on the
side of enforcing the law. There were exce pl like the BVC member Henn
Kemp, an Irishman. Joseph K. H i%‘x( mLmim *(it»iggmgd from the cib

poi;u* rather than _;m;iia;ip;n« n i%iamw rendition.
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Revolutionary Abolitionism 53

After the failed assault the mavor called out iiw mithitia, and Freeman ye-
qnmiui the presence of two companies of LS, M making the courthouse
impregnable. Iy the Jerny rescue Wheaton had <iimmdui tmén %mm participat-

ing. 'The Law President Pieree wrote must be exceuted, no matter what the cost.
Two hundred radicals from the Worcester Freedom Club marched oulside the
courthouse. The BVC had no choice but to fall bock on legal means. Sha
shut down the Supreme Judicial Court as armed men ook over the courthouse.
Rostor was under virtual martial law, Meany hile, Grimes rased a subscription
of twelve hundred dollars, Suttle's price for Burns, but Suttle changed his mind.
His northern as well as southern backers were determined to foil the aboliion-
ists, Despite un effective d ’?csm by Dana a nd testimom from black and white
workers at the Mattapan ron Works that Burms was working there before his
oWner dmmui he had 4,‘-:\«41!34’& Loring, whose mother had maried info the
Curtis famnih after the death of his father and who wasa staunch defender of the
fugitive izmv ruled in favor of Suttle. Iromically, his cousin Charles G, Lormng

was a BVC Lawver, Two southern Harvard men p;az’%éa'ézxiéu’z: Moncure Conway,

CCaIme di 2%%)5)

-

astudent at the Divinity School. attende d BVC meetings and |

litionist: Charles C. Jones Jr, iiu' son of the pmxhu “eor
volunteered as a guard, was appalled at the use of "negro testimony.”

1

Fxactly a week after his ;m’cﬂ Burns was 4:\,('@1'&;(? by the armed might of the
government back to Virginia. Unlike the Sims rendition \am;cm,\d mamly |

BVC me;mix:r,\ thousands imui the streets: M%&ldmgn were draped in black
American flags were outlined in black, and a coffin with the word Liberty on 1t
was :%i\pm'\ul‘ The tide of public sentiment had clearks timed, James Freeman
Clarke evoked the scenc: “Hung be the Heavens in black” The law could be
enforced only “at the point of a bavonet.” Coming on the he els of the Kansas—

Nebraska Act. Burns's rendition converted some of Boston's cotton Whigs, 1n-
cluding Amos Lawrence. Thev signed a petition for the repeal of the Fugitive
Slave Act, and some contributed funds to purchase Burns. John Pearson, who
had he 1;7«(‘ with Hw Sims rendition, refused permission to a ULS. cutter to dock
at his sohard \’\!;il’%%m"s ”'Hw Rendition” and Whitman's “A Boston Ballad™ cap-
tured antislavery angst,

Riding a wave of popular revulsion and hostility against imnmgrants, inciud-
ing Irish involvement in the Burns rendition, the Know Nothing Party swept
mto power %1} Massachusetts. The nativist legislature passed the Personal Lib-
erty Law of 1853, which nullified the federal fugitive law It required a suspected
fugitive to be brought for trial before state courts on a writ of habeas corpus

and prohibited not only state Taswvers ke Seth Thomas, who had represented
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The Second Wave

of trial by juryv; further, he questioned the constitutionality of giving federy]

conmumissioners judicial powers. He referred to the authority of fv;){mnmg used

Rantoul’s argument from the Sims case. and mnpressed Summner, who asked fo;

a copy of his brief. The state suprenmie court upheld Smith's decision

1 17}' two 1
one. In Wisconsin, state judges set themselves up as defenders of ¢

tizens Lih.
erties ;md distinguished their version of states rights from nm?‘ﬁm tion, South
Carolina’s attemipt to overthrow federal law duri o the tarift cont itroversy,
State a !d federal officials worked at CTOSS-PUTPOSES, H(m th and Rveeraft were
tound guilty of vielating g the fugitive law in federal court. The court sentenced
Booth tu one month in prison and a thousand-dollar fine. but the Wisconsin

Supreme Court unanmimously discharged Booth and Roecraftin Tebrug iy 183

55.
Fvokin j terson’s and Madison's Virginia and Kentuce kv resolutions againgt
the Alien and Sedition Acts, as had Paine, but, 71%1?1(‘;13 the, not South Care.
oa's nu 31% cation of tederal tariff laws, the conrt interposed iiscif between the

I

state’s citizens and the federal law and courts. It was 1ot simiply o matter of
states” rights x'im‘z»\is‘ federal power, but the prw‘u‘imn of the civil liberties and
constitutional rights of Wisconsin's citizens, Two vears later Re mbh(”ms m thc
state kgi»f;imrc passed a personal liberty lan <sm?>h»§zm the writ of haheas cor
pus, right to trial by jury, and legal counsel in fugitive slave cases. It punished
the kidnapping of free blacks and prevented a lien on the personal property o;
real estate of persons who refused to obey the law. This section of the state law
helped Booth get a writ of replevin against unlawful seizure of property whern
the zealous Abelman started mpounding his press and 1?}‘%111iﬂ¢; materials to
execute the judgment against him in Garland v. Booth, O ippeal, the US
Supreme Court in US v, Booth and Abelman v. Booth i ¥z msamm(msh
thdd the xu;;rwﬂ acy of federal law, overturning the decisions of the Wiscon-

n Supreme Court. Coming after Dred Scott, xhc‘ decision of the Taney court
came as no surprise, and iiz(‘st;m,‘ legislature passed a joint resolution prowising
“positive defance” of it For good measure, the people of Wisconsin elected the
voung Byvron Paine to the state supreme court.

The persistent Abeliman arrested Booth again i 1860, but his supporters
managed to spirit himn out of the U.S. Custorn House where e was being held.
Booth surrendered himself later that vear after campaigning for Lincoln. He
languished in jail until President James Buchanan pardoned him just before
leaving office in Mareh 1861, Booth had lost much M' his credibility after his ar-
rest and trial in 1859 for seducing his tourteen-year-old babysitter, which ended
i a hung jury but led to the breakdown of his m;u';’i;w@. He remarried after
his wife's death and died at the npe age of ninetv-one in 9o 1. Glover died m
Canada in 1888,
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Abolitionists and black Wisconsimtes fed by Lews johnson saw resistance

o the fugitive law and the fight for African American rights as two sides of the

ame coin According to the 1 Fslighthy over six hundred
st

free i)%m:%\ people in a total population : o than three hundred thousand.

The state hosted speaking tours by Lewis Washington, a fugitive slave, in 1847

s Like LB Smith, whose restaurant refused to serve
L barber William Noland of Madison, who nanaged
to hold state office \\'i%iumt attracting much attention. refused to shave kidnap

pers. Sholitionists such as Booth ;md Rufus King, named for his antislaverny Fed-

and byl Youglass

s
~

soldiers in Boston, the |

uﬁ st father, the editor of the antislavers Milwaukee Sentin 1el, and Rev, BBy K
arker. o 1> Id of African plumage,” as racist Democrats called hj y, launche

a campaign for black suffrage m the 1%cos, but in 153~ the referendum was

defeated by a vote of 45157 to 31,904, Althoug gh the Republican Party never

officially endorsed the measire, g3 percent of the vote for black suffrage cam
from Republicans. In 1805 Fzckiel Gillespie, a leader of Milwaukee’s black
community, accompanied by Booth, attempted 1o vote but was tumed back by
election officials. Byron Paine brought suit on Gillespie’s behalf, hole
Wisconsin had established black suffrage in 1849, when a small majority had
voted in its favor. The results had been disallowed because of the Tow number
of votes cast. In March 1866 the Wisconsin Supreme Court ruled in Cillespic’s
favor, smaking the state one “i, a handful in the North to grant black suthage
before the passage of the Fourteen th and Fifteenth ‘Xim&mizm“;qisﬁ:

The last well-known fugitive slave rebellion, i 1858, oceurred in the aboli-
tionist stronghold of i)ixfl%n‘z. In August a Kentuckian named Anderson ]cw
nings who was looking for a fugitive slave recognized John Price, a fu

1

1)@14»:;@%:13; m his neighbor Jolm Bacon. Price had run awav with his wmm

Dinal, and Frank, who belonged to a Richard Plovd, m the wint RTINS
when the Obio River had frozen over §’1§<‘< lived among Ui)cs’imx activist

black commumnity, which, together with the college, was an important stop in
the abolitionist underground. Deputy \} wshal Anson Davion was alwayvs on the
lookout for fugitives and was known to write about their whereabouls to then
Kentucky owners. Davton. Deputy Marshal };xu)%) K. Lowe of Columbus, and
two Rentucky slave catchers imd tricd to seize a black i';imii},v the \\;1;;”“@1:».
i a midnight raic d betore being scared away by Wagoner, who was anned. Tt
was Davton who had brought Price to Jennings's attention. Bacon and Lloyvd
sent a slave catcher, Richard Mitchell, to recover their staves. Though watched
closely by a black community always o the alert for slave hunters, Jenmnings and
Mitchell managed to abduct Price with some help from locals. Malachi War-

ren, an Alabama planter who had moved to the area with s “slave wite, and
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the Boviton fanmily, who tricked Price with an offer of en iplovinent, assisted
them. Lowe also got a warrant to arrest Price.

As the slave hunters made then way to Wellington, Ohio, they ran into an
abolitionist student from Oberlin, Anson Lyman, who had ridden with John
Brown in Kansas. Price cried out for %u:‘]p. Lvman raised an alarn, and soon 4

¢
was being held. John Watson, a ml;M\ grocer and leading member of the state
black conventions, got a warrant for the arrest of Price’s Kidnappers, and Lang.
ston tried to negotiate his release, News that inm{n mum arrive by frain to rein-

force the men guarding Price compelled action, An tonist named (li;micx
!

large. armed interracial crowd surrounded the Well lington hotel, where Price
I

Cortthn advised the <'z’<m;d‘ “Pav no attention to ifw 3;4&&:\, Two rescue parties,

a group of Oberlin students led by Lyvman, John Cowles, and th i%f ish-born
William Lincoln, who had worked for the AMA. and o group of hi:;ck men led
by the former North Carolina slave John Scott, }i'nimi;if: Fox, a :n&;mxc himself,
and a free black man, John A Copeland, converged on the attic of the hotel.
Richard Winsor, who was Price’s Sunday school teacher, managed to spirit him
out into a waiting buggy procured by Scott. Another student, Simneon Bushnell,
rode the buggy with Price and Winsor to the home of the Oberlin bookseller
farnes Fiteh. Fiteh's homie was a known sto p on the UGRR. so thev took Price
mistead to the home of James Fairehild, a professor at Oberlin, where he hid for
several davs before being sent to Canada, A triumphant antislay erv meeting at
Oberlin celebrated what came to be known as the Oberlin =Wellington rescue,
with three cheers for liberty and three groans for the informer Davion and the
federal government. Davton was run out of town, as was Warren, who. dis-
owned by his ehildren and accused of whipping his wife, returned to Alabama.
President Buchanan, like lis ;3:(‘<Iu<'m>i'x was determined 1o enforce the law
and h;n’shi} pmmh atl who d{t%?ui it Asstacked, all-Democratic federal grand
jury, mcluding a member of the Bovnton idmr!x indicted iiaéf’{\vwx en men ﬁn‘
the rescue, of whom m'u‘si}—%’éw were from Oberlin, cleven from Wel lington,

and one from Pitisheld, Most of the Wellin iwton defendants, farmers <md one

bricklaver, were listed as “Known member of the {‘Emiu';ﬁmm;d Railroad.” Of
the Oberlin men, four were students, one a professor, and three were bom
m England and Scotland. "Twelve were African American, including fugitive

H

laves like Fox and John Hartwell,

'Hm' reseuers’ protracted trials in Cloveland became a political spectacle.
Governor Chase’s political allies Rufus Spalding and Albert Riddle acted as
counsel for the defense before an unsvinpathetic Democratic distriet jndge.
Hiram Willson. and ;zii»i74)11;0(‘1‘;3?%@‘ juries. The prosecution, led by District
Attorney George Belden, got rid of the Wellington rescuers, striki ng deals or
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asing them on bond or, it the case of the seventy-fourvear-old “Pather
Teid iy >

Matthew Gillet, forcing him out of jail. One of them, Loring Wadsworth, was

clected mavor, The government \\V;mz/\‘ci to concentrate its fire on the "Ober
Htionists.” The <~<>H<,‘a;<‘ was a breeding ground for sedition and treason in the
opinion of the prosecuting attornes Ceorge Bliss. Bushnell and Langston were
2 d

ried first o iiw Bushnell case. Riddle and Spalding justificd the defendant’s

actions and called for the overthrow of the fugitive law. Langston’s lawvers, the
Oberlin graduate Sencca Griswold and Fran Lhin Backus, commended his ac-
tions and character,

On his convichion imwsizm gave a moving speech (see abovel, whic b was
1‘@}31’1‘:1111@(’{{ as ant abolitionst pmz;p%nu%, He jastified resistance to iiu' Jann, gﬁ
was 11is revolutionary du@ as a colored man, an “outlaw of the United States,”
to rescuc the fugitive. The courts and the Jaw of the countny, Langston noted,

e colored men.” He Md not been tried, he

were made to '"wpmmx and outrag
iM rved pointedly, by a “jary of 1y peers” —-state convent s hi d long pro-
tested the exclusion of blacks from juries. He had no rights that a white man

was i)mmd to respect, repeating Tanev's obiter dicta from the Dred Scott deci
sion. but he had the right of self-preservation. Willson, who was moy ed enough
by the speech to recomm end o light sentence . threatened the audience at the

ft

courtroom with removal because of their prolonged applause. In Boston, Wells
Brown, Nell, H’i\(i/‘il‘ Grimes, and ]. Sella Martin, the newly installed pastor
of the Jov Street Baptist church, led a meeting of colored citizens, conumend-
ing Langston's “thrilling :r%wquwﬁ speech.” Sa’xw taught, Martin had escaped
from slavery in 18356, He muwd to \i;ssszta\]tma-i%s i 1850 as a pastor for a white
church in Lawrence, filling in at the fanous Tremont Temple too.

Charles and John Mercer %,Lazza;xi(m were the sons of a Virginia ;ﬂméu’ and
his common-law enslaved wife, Luey Langston. They moved to Ohio in1834 ak-
ter the death of their parents, and both attended Oberlin. Char les was a teacher
in black schools in Chillicothe and Columbus ;md sent some of his pupils onto
Oberhin, His more imnmb vounger brother John became the state’s first black
lawver, after training with the Republican lawver Philemon Bliss, and ofhce-
holder He ;’z,;p?;uu% Davton as town clerk. After the war he became a Republi-

can congressman rom Virginia and the American miimim’ 1o Haiti. Both were

active m i§;<f state 3734{454\ (‘mzwntmm and the Ohio Colored American League,
founded in 1%zo. Referring to the rescue at the state M;ia"i\ u>1;\<;‘zzié<>13 i1 1539,

Mercer i,;a;wstm m”u(d tha %vl;ic% people would trample the fugitive slave Taw
under their foot, As seeretary of the Ohio State ASS, Charles Langston contin-

ned to assist fugitives. He lu.f!pvd fornd Wilberforee Universitv and became a

superintendent in the Freedman’s Burcauw,






